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activity, and more than a quarter-million
new jobs have been created since August.

Our Government has also acted to
strengthen our Medicare system. To keep
our commitment to America’s senior citi-
zens, we're adding better preventative care
and a prescription drug benefit to the
Medicare program. Many thought these re-
forms were impossible, yet members of
both parties put old debates behind them
and fulfilled our promise to America’s sen-
iors.

On Tuesday night, I will outline the steps
we must take to meet the goals of this
Nation. We will work to expand opportuni-
ties for all Americans to own their own
business. We'll press forward on an agenda
of economic growth so that everyone who
wants to work can find a job. We'll take
steps to help families and small businesses
deal with the rising cost of health care.
We will continue to help schools and stu-
dents meet the high standards we've set
so no child in America is left behind. We

will encourage the good work of faith-based
groups that bring hope to those in need.
For the sake of our own freedom and secu-
rity, we will continue to fight the war on
terror.

With all these actions, we will continue
to confront the challenges of our time, and
we will continue to make America a more
secure, more prosperous, and more hopeful
place.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m.
on January 16 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 17. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 16 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In his address, the Presi-
dent referred to Col. Muammar Abu Minyar
al-Qadhalfi, leader of Libya. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Luncheon With Spouses of African-American Clergy

January 19, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated. I have
dropped  by—|laughter]—because Laura
told me to. [Laughter]

First of all, I want to welcome you all
to the people’s house, and I am so glad
you've come to celebrate this important na-
tional holiday with Laura. My job is to in-
troduce her so she can give some remarks.
But before I do so, first of all, I want
to say thanks from the bottom of my heart
for what you and your husbands and your
communities do to help, really, America re-
alize the dream of Martin Luther King,
which is to elevate the dignity of each per-
son, the worth of each person, the freedom
of each person to realize his or her dreams.

In my judgment, many times the most
effective programs to realize that national
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ambition is through our faith community,
because people of faith have heard a uni-
versal call. T remember when my friend
Tony Evans from Dallas one time talked
about broken foundations, cracks on the
wall. And the painter kept trying to repaint
the wall of the house, and they could never
get it right until, finally, somebody stepped
up to them and said, “First you need to
fix the foundation.” It’s that spirit of fixing
foundations and helping people realize their
true worth, through love and compassion
and a—the truth of the matter is—reliance
on a being far greater than Government,
the Almighty, that enables you all to do
the works of mercy and kindness and
neighborhood healing that goes on. The
true strength of America truly is found in
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the hearts and souls of our citizens. And
in my judgment, a way to honor the great
Martin Luther King is to call upon Ameri-
cans to unleash that compassion.

And so I want to welcome you here.
You're generals in the armies of compassion
who are changing America one heart and
one soul and one conscience at a time,
and for that, our Nation is grateful.

And I am grateful that Laura said yes
when I asked her to marry me. [Laughter]
Our First Lady.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Anthony T.
Evans, senior pastor, Oak Cliff Bible Fellow-
ship, Dallas, TX. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of the First Lady. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Inaction on Appropriations Legislation

January 20, 2004

Today a minority in the Senate denied
a vote on a spending bill that is 4 months
overdue and that fulfills important commit-
ments: commitments to veterans who need
health care; to Africans suffering from

AIDS; to FBI agents fighting terror; to chil-
dren learning to read in our Nation’s public
schools. This bill stays within the spending
limits I proposed. And the Senate needs
to pass it.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union

January 20, 2004

Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney,
Members of Congress, distinguished guests,
and fellow citizens: America this evening
is a nation called to great responsibilities,
and we are rising to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thou-
sands of American service men and women
are deployed across the world in the war
on terror. By bringing hope to the op-
pressed and delivering justice to the vio-
lent, they are making America more secure.

Each day, law enforcement personnel
and intelligence officers are tracking ter-
rorist threats; analysts are examining airline
passenger lists; the men and women of our
new Homeland Security Department are
patrolling our coasts and borders. And their
Vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be
the hardest working people in the world.
The American economy is growing strong-
er. The tax relief you passed is working.

Tonight Members of Congress can take
pride in the great works of compassion and
reform that skeptics had thought impos-
sible. Youre raising the standards for our
public schools, and you are giving our sen-
ior citizens prescription drug coverage
under Medicare.

We have faced serious challenges to-
gether, and now we face a choice: We can
go forward with confidence and resolve, or
we can turn back to the dangerous illusion
that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw
regimes are no threat to us. We can press
on with economic growth and reforms in
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